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During the course of e nacuraJ didaater or aicnilar oioergency, youth 
may be separated Croio their parenta or guardiaiva Afeor the 200S GuI/ 
Coaat hkirricanoa. for example^ many youth wore evaluated without 
chair paranta or guardiana and sene to diffisrant Iccationa^ laaving the 
youth alona in the care of relief agenciea Other youth were on their 
own for a variety of reasons batore the storms and remainad ao 
aftarwards For all of thaaa youths school can be the more stable and 
secura anwonmant. offaring atruccure and resourcaa co ha)p overcoma 
cha traumaa they hava axperienced and halping to regain their 
academic, aociah and emotional footing Yet without a parent or 
guardian co advocate for them and axerciae parental nghta^ chaaa youth 
may face unique barriars to accassing education and related aupporc 
sen/ices 

Fortunately^ foderal aducation law. the McKinney ^Vanto Homaleaa 
Aaaiacance Act (^ubticla ^^Education for Hocnelase Children and 
Youth), reauthorized as Title X, Parc C of the No Child Left Behind Art. 
enaurea educational protections for youth who are homeless and 
unaccompanied This document axplaina key aspecca of the law and 
providaa stracegies for unplemencacion 

Key Definitions 

» The McKjnney^Vanto Act contains a apaci^ de^ition of 
homaleaaneaa chat includes a broad array of inadequate living 
situations (sea panel at left for full de^nition). Students who are 
displaced by natural diaastera generally will meet this definition 

9 The cerm '‘unaccompamed youth* includes youth in homeless 
situations who sra not in the physical custody of a parent or 
guardian 

Key Provisions 

Each school district must appoint a local homaleaa education liaison 
whose duties include* 

9 Helping unaccompamed youth chocee and enroll in a school after 
considering cha youth's wishes. 

9 Informing unaccompanied youth of chair rights co cranaportation 
and assisting youth in accessing cransportstion 

9 Providing unaccompanied youth with notice of their right co appeal 
school or achccl district decisions and anauring chac youth are 
enrolled in school immediately pending the resolution of diapucaa 

Unaccompenied homeless youth hava the same rights as other acudents 
experiencing homelessness. Specifically, chay have cha eight to: 





m their d^hool of origm (to the extent foesible). 
Receive trenxporcaiion (o and from the achool of origin. 



* Enroll imsedietely m a new school serving the area in which they ere currently living, even if chey 
doQ^ have documents typically required for enrollment (e g. proof of guardianship). 

* Receive equal accesa to programa and services such aa gifted^and^calented education, apecial education, 
vocational education, and Engliah language learner servicea. 

Strategies for Implementation 

Schoola and districts should adopt policiea and practices to address eucceaefully the needs of youth who 
have been <Leplaced by diaastere and are on their own It is expedient to have these policies and practices in 
place tor all unaccompanied youtK so that in the event of a disaster che enroUn^enc of the increased 
nun^bers of youth will proceed n^ore smoothly. 

* Develop collators tive relationships with relief agencies, community^baeed organisacione^ and others 
who are providing eennoes to displaced persons Work with these agencies to assist youth to reunify 
with cheir parents^ guardians^ or other relatives For additional resources on c^laboration between 
districts and relief agencies, visit www serve org/ocfte/prcNfi^cie php 

* Train local liaisons and all school enrollment staff, secretaries, school counselors, principals, and 
teachers on che deRnition of unaccompanied homeless youth and their rights under che McKinney^ 
Vento Act. 

» (n employing difCsrent methode of identification and oucreach^ remember chac youth may be living in a 
variety of situations (e.g.^ shelters, sharing the housing of others, in cars, on the streets^ etc.) and chat 
their privacy and dignity must be respecced 

» Develop materials such as posters, brochures^ pamphleta. and fliers that explain McKinney^Vento righcs 
information to youth Make these iceme available in school attendance offices and distribute them co 
relief agencies, community organizscions. and government agencies. Ask agencies co dis&ibute the 
msteriale and discuss their contents with the unaccompanied youth they identify. 

» Revise conflicting school district enrollment policies immediately co accommodate unaccompanied 
youth, and comply with the McKinney^Vento Act. 

» Decide who will be allowed to enroll unaccompanied youth and assist with basic educational needs 
Options include* 

• Allowing youth co enroll themselves while having the local liaison monitor academic progress and 
assist youth in making basic educational decisions 

• Identifying an adult in che youth's life who can act as a caretaker. 

• Asking such adults to fill out caretaker forms establishing their responsibilities and providing their 
contact information 

• Ensuring that all of the above enrollment procedures are crafted carefully so they do not create 
further barriers or delay enrollment. For example^ policy statements should clarify that identifying a 
caregiver is not a prereouieite co enrollment 



Revise district policies, such as those relaced to attendance and credic accrual, to ensure chat there are 
no barriers co che academic success of unaccompanied youth. 




Revise or develop district policiee to eddrese ieeues related to who eigM for unsccompukd youth to 
participate iiv field trips or sktra^curricuUr activities Work wuh legal staff to eliminate fears about 
potential liability Participation in eatra^ckirriciilar activities is nonnabring and therapeutic for youth 
who have experienced dialccation and trauma. 

Maintain a liat of surrogate parents who are willing and able to aaeiec unaccompanied youth with their 
special educstion needs. 

Provide counseling and mental health sendees and/or make referrals to community agencies for 
appropriate services 

Provide additional instructional support^ such as tutoring or access to sfter^school programs^ to help 
youth make up tor lost time or credits resulting from the educational interruption caused by the 
disaster 
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Every stats is required to have a ocerdinator tor the educstion of homeless children 
and youth, and every school district is required to have a liaison for homeless 
students These individuals will assist you with the implementation of the 
Me Kinney- Vento Act. To find out who your 
state coordinator ie^ visit the NCHE website 
at www.ecrvt.ofg/nchc. 

For further information on the McKinney^ 

Vento Act and resources for implementation, 
cell the NCHE Helpline at 6C0-3O&2145 or 
e-mail Aomei c e ritbc rtig.o/g 






